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1Around 1842-43 a list 
of payments by the 
County Auditor gives 

an idea of costs and what 
was hap-
pening at 
that time. 
Some of 
the list-
ings are 
below: 
Order to 
Charles 
Ricker his pay for noti-
fying the coroner of the 
death of Job Clifton $2.00. 
Daniel Baker, his fee as 
chain carrier running the 
western line of the county 
$37.50. To read more of 
Darlene Weaver’s column, 
see A6.

2Now that the Super 
Bowl is officially 
over, we can finally 

declare it baseball sea-
son, although I’ve per-
sonally declared that ever 
since the Bengals didn’t 
make the playoffs. The 
sun is shining, warmer 
days are ahead, and Pitch-
ers & Catchers have offi-
cially reported. “Hey 
Alexa, play ‘The Boys are 
Back in Town’ by Thin Lizzy 
on high volume.” To read 
more sports, see B1.

3Ohio Christian Uni-
versity (OCU) is 
thrilled to announce 

its upcoming spring musi-
cal production, “Anasta-
sia,” set to captivate audi-
ences on April 11-12, 
2025. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to experi-
ence a night of excep-
tional theater and vocal 
talent presented by OCU’s 
talented students and fac-
ulty. To read more, see A8.
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LEADING THE WAY IN LOCAL NEWS

JOHN STEMBERGER 
Liberty Counsel Action

IRVING, TX — The 115-year-
old Boy Scouts of America offi-
cially changed its name Saturday to 
“Scouting America” in an effort to 
rebrand as “gender-neutral.” Even 
though the Boy Scouts were origi-
nally founded to teach young boys 
how to become strong men, it has 
dropped “boy” from its name to 
welcome both genders in the name 
of inclusivity. According to its CEO 
Roger Krone, the organization 
changed its name to break down “all 

the barriers” to welcome “everyone” 
regardless of who they are.

The Boy Scouts announced 
the name change last spring after 
a three-year bankruptcy ordeal 
stemming from the largest child sex 
abuse scandal involving a national 
organization in U.S. history. The 
scandal, which involved sexual 
abuse allegations from more than 
82,000 boys against 7,800 individ-
uals, resulted in a $2.46 billion set-
tlement plan in 2023 and the low-
est enrollment levels for the Boy 
Scouts since the 1950s.

However, for more than a 
decade, the Boy Scouts has shown 
no signs of slowing down its “inclu-
sivity” strategy.

In 2015, it allowed openly gay 
men to be troop leaders.

In 2017, it allowed gender-con-
fused girls to enroll in boys-only 
programs.

In 2018, it allowed girls into the 
Cub Scouts.

In 2019, it allowed girls into the 
Boy Scouts.

Today, the organization’s mem-
bership is just over one million, 

which has steadily declined from 
nearly three million members in 
2008.

According to Scouting America, 
the organization has implemented 
several safety measures to protect 
its members, such as strict leader-
ship selection and screening, man-
datory protection training for all 
adult volunteers every two years, 
prohibition on direct “one-on-one” 
contact between adults and minors, 
and mandatory reporting of abuse.

MELISSA DUTTON
 LASCO

Legal Aid of Southeast and 
Central Ohio (LASCO)is offer-
ing a free “Fresh Start” legal clinic 
to help people with past crimi-
nal records seal or expunge their 
records.

Many Ohioans with past crim-
inal records were previously 
ineligible for record sealing or 
expungement. Thanks to a law 
passed in 2023, some of these 
people may now be eligible.   

Lawyers will be available at the 
clinic to screen individuals for 

eligibility for sealing or expung-
ing their record and to help appli-
cants with the paperwork. The 
clinic will take place on Thurs-
day, February 20, 2025, from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Pick-
away County Community Action 
Organization (PICCA) at 469 
East Ohio Street in Circleville. 

People can pre-register by calling 
614-827-0524 or by registering 
online at https://www.lasco.org/
calendar.   

Scheduling an appointment is 
very strongly encouraged. Walk-
ins may be accepted up until 
1:00 p.m., but we cannot guar-
antee assistance. Clients will be 

helped first come, first served. 
This free clinic is available to 
those who meet eligibility and 
income requirements (generally 
less than 200% of the federal pov-
erty guideline).

Please note, records cannot be 
sealed for those who are currently 
on probation, community con-
trol, or have an open case. OMVIs 
and traffic cases are not eligible to 
be sealed or expunged.

For additional information, 
please contact Legal Aid of South-
east and Central Ohio (LASCO — 
formerly Southeastern Ohio Legal 
Services) at 1-800-686-3669.

DAVE HORNING
Editor

On Saturday, February 8th, Inspi-
ration Station opened their doors to 
the public for the first time ever for 
a special Winter Wonderland cel-
ebration. Young children in atten-
dance were able to have their pic-
ture taken with the characters from 
Disney’s Frozen franchise, while 
adults and children both enjoyed 
the hot chocolate and snow cones.

Volunteer John Callahan made 
artificial snow that could be packed 
and thrown like a real snowball. 
Younger sisters stayed clear of their 
older brothers in this exhibit room. 
The recipe included baking soda 
and a special band of moisturiz-
ing lotion that was shared with the 
attendees.

In other rooms, there were 
bounce houses and a “sock ice skat-
ing” rink, which used special plas-
tic interlocking flooring to allow for 
simulated figure skating.

LEXI HEIDISH 
Pickaway Progress Partnership

For 28 years, Cargill has been a 
proud member of the Circleville 
community, operating a grain 
elevator (a facility which stores 
grain) and playing a vital role in 
the local agricultural economy.

Now, the company is mak-
ing significant investments to 
revitalize its Circleville facility, 
ensuring improved efficiency, 
safety, and sustainability.

Cargill’s Circleville loca-
tion serves approximately 1,500 
customers, purchasing grain 
from area farmers and mov-
ing it into the broader feed mar-
ket through its network of grain 
elevators and processing plants. 
The company is also deeply 
involved in the Circleville com-
munity, supporting organiza-
tions like the Inspiration Sta-
tion Children’s Museum and the 
Pickaway County Fairgrounds.

As part of its ongoing commit-
ment to enhancing operations, 
Cargill is implementing a series 
of facility improvements, includ-
ing updating equipment, repair-
ing or rebuilding outdated build-
ings, enhancing safety measures, 
and improving truck staging and 
flow to create a more efficient 
customer experience.

Additional upgrades will 
improve dust aspiration and 
stormwater runoff systems 
while also enhancing the over-
all appearance of the site. The goal 
is to create a safer, more effective 
facility that strengthens Cargill’s 
role as a key partner in the region.

These improvements have 
been made possible in part by 
state demolition grant dol-
lars recently awarded to Car-
gill, thanks to a collaborative 
effort with the Pickaway County 
Port Authority. The Cargill site 
at 309 West Main Street received 

$1,856,500 for extensive demo-
lition.

These investments are criti-
cal to revitalizing key proper-
ties, improving public safety, and 
promoting economic growth, 
reflecting Pickaway County’s 
commitment to smart and sus-
tainable development.

“Thank you to the Picka-
way County Port Authority, and 
Patriot Engineering for their 
partnership and their help with 
the demolition dollars contrib-
uting to our Cargill facility,” said 
Chandler McCullough, Area 
Operations Manager for Car-
gill’s Circleville facility. “We 
wouldn’t be able to make the 
necessary updates to our facil-
ity without the county’s support 
and are deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to continue to grow 
here in Circleville.”

Legal Aid offers free “Fresh Start”

Inspiration Station’s 
first day open

DAVE HORNING/

Lennix and Lincoln Gantner enjoy hav-
ing their photo taken with Disney’s Fro-
zen characters Elsa (Bri Walstra). Anna 
(Liliya Polizzi), and Kristoff (Raunie Jef-
ferson)

Cargill upgrades Circleville operations
IMAGE COURTESY OF P3

A graphic rendering shows Cargill’s planned improvements, some of which have already occurred
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For all your home or business heating and cooling
needs, see your Premier Lennox Dealer

147 W. Main • Circleville • 740-474-5940
Lennox Dealer since 1972Lennox Dealer since 1972

Thank You!Thank You!
Meredith & Donna GaffordMeredith & Donna Gafford

Ohio License # 30773

1819 Hitler Rd. Circleville

Choice Lots Available.
Cremation Garden NowAvailable.

Call 740-474-2361

HITLER - LUDWIG
CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION

A Non-Profit Cemetery

“ A beautiful place
to rest

....until eternity”

FINANCING AVAILABLEWITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe StepWalk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

1-877-602-53481-877-602-5348

VITALS
DEATHS AND 
FUNERALS

 ORIENT - Janet Eitel, age 
78, died peacefully at her 
home in Orient, Ohio, 
surrounded by the love 
of  her family. Janet was 
born on October 29, 1946 
in Louisa, Kentucky to 
Larue and Dora (Chmiel) 
Blankenship. She 
graduated from Jackson 
High School in 1964. Janet 
started her career in 
the insurance industry 
at Grange Insurance in 
Columbus, Ohio. Janet 
ended her career at 
Grange in 1975 to stay at 
home to raise her sons. 
Janet later returned to 
the insurance industry 
and worked as a customer 
service representative 
at Hummel and Plum 
Insurance Agency in 
Mt. Sterling, Ohio. After 
a successful career at 
Hummel and Plum Janet 
retired in June of  2011. 
Janet is survived by her 
husband: Jeffrey Eitel, 
Sons: Jeffrey Eitel (and 
his wife, Alexis), Jason 
Eitel (and his wife, Kira), 
Grandchildren: Jett, 
Kingston, Ella, Annalise, 
Landyn, Addison and 
Aubrey, Siblings: Patricia 
(Blankenship) Cook, 
Cary Blankenship, 
Tom Blankenship, 
Linda (Blankenship/
Cliff) Whaley, Joanne 
(Blankenship/Brian) 
Eitel, John (Rhonda) 
Blankenship, Beloved 
nieces, nephews and 
numerous others. 
Preceded in death: great 
grandparents: Walter and 
LeBess Chmiel, Charlie 
and Eva (Carpenter) 
Blankenship, Parents: 
Larue and Dora (Chmiel) 
Blankenship, Brother: 
Eric Blankenship, Niece: 
Julie (Blankenship) 
Evans, Nephews: Shane 
J. Cook and Johnny 
Blankenship, Brothers-
in-law: James F. Cook, 
Larry and Danny Eitel, 
Sister-in-law: Sandy Eitel, 
Numerous beloved aunts, 
uncles and cousins.  Janet 
touched many lives with 
her kind heart, warm 
smile and welcoming 
spirit. She was a loving 
wife to Jeff, her high 
school sweetheart for 56 
years. Janet was a devoted 
and loving mother to 
her son’s and her true 
joy was her grandchil-
dren. She will be deeply 
missed. Visitation was 
on Tuesday, February 
11, 2025 from 4-7 p.m. 
Funeral service was held 
on Wednesday, February 
12, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. 
with burial to follow in 
Springlawn Cemetery. 
Visitation and Funeral 
will be held at Wellman 
Funeral Home, 1455 North 
Court Street, Circleville, 
Ohio 43113. Online 
condolences can be made 
to www.wellmanfuneral-
homes.com

Janet Eitel

FIND MORE
OBITUARIES ONLINE
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Editor’s note: According to ORC 
121.22 (f), every public body, by 
rule, shall establish a reasonable 
method whereby any person may 
determine the time and place of all 
regularly scheduled meetings and 
the time, place, and purpose of all 
special meetings. A public body 
shall not hold a special meeting 
unless it gives at least twenty-four 
hours’ advance notice to the news 
media that have requested notifica-
tion, except in the event of an emer-
gency requiring immediate offi-
cial action. In the event of an emer-
gency, the member or members call-
ing the meeting shall notify the news 
media that have requested notifica-
tion immediately of the time, place, 
and purpose of the meeting.

PLEASE send meeting 
announcements via EMAIL to 
news@circlevilleherald.com

THE PIC-A-FAY JOINT FIRE 
DISTRICT

■Thursday, February 13th, Fire 
House, 17 N. Church Street, New 
Holland, Ohio at 5:30 pm

PICKAWAY COUNTY LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

■Regular meeting Thursday, 
February 13, 2025 at 5:00 PM at the 
Main Library.

EARNHART HILL REGIONAL 
WATER & SEWER DISTRICT 

(EHRWSD)

■02/13/2025 (Thursday), at 
7PM, 2030 Stoneridge Dr, Circlev-
ille OH 43113

THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 
OF THE PICKAWAY PROGRESS 

PARTNERSHIP
■will hold a meeting on Monday, 

February 17, 2025, at 6:00pm. at 
1360 Lancaster Pike, Second Floor, 
Circleville, Ohio 43113.

SCIOTO TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 
AND ZONING COMMISSION
■February 18th, 2025 Scioto 

Township Zoning Commission, 
7:00 p.m. Scioto Township Service 
Center

■February 20th, 2025 Scioto 
Township Trustees, 7:00 p.m., Sci-
oto Township Service Center

THE WESTFALL LOCAL 
SCHOOLS’ BOARD OF 

EDUCATION
■Regular Meeting Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 18, 2025 6:30 p.m. Westfall 
Community Room, 19463 Pherson 

Pike, Williamsport, Ohio 43164

CITY OF CIRCLEVILLE
■Finance- February 18, 2025, at 

6:30 p.m.
■Regular meeting- February 18, 

2025, at 7:00 p.m.
The Board of Directors (the 

“Board”) of the City of Circleville 
— Pickaway Township Joint Eco-
nomic Development District

■will hold a regular meeting on 
Wednesday, February 19, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m. at 133 S. Court St., 3rd 
Floor City Hall, Circleville, OH 
43113.

The Executive Directors (the 
“Board”) of the Pickaway Prog-
ress Partnership

■will hold a meeting on Thurs-
day, February 20, 2025, at 8:00 
A.M. at 1360 Lancaster Pike, Sec-
ond Floor Room 208, Circleville, 
Ohio 43113.

The Board of Directors (the 
“Board”) of the Pickaway County 
Port Authority

■will hold a meeting on Friday, 
February 21, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. 
at 1360 Lancaster Pike, Suite 111, 
Circleville, Ohio 43113.

THE TEAYS VALLEY BOARD OF 
EDUCATION

■will meet in regular session 
Monday, February 24, 2025, at 
5:00 PM in the High School Com-
munity Room, State Route 752, 

Ashville, OH. 43103.

AAUW
■Meghan Ellis | Education and 

Outreach Coordinator for Pick-
away County Park District will 
present an update on the Picka-
way County Park District and the 
history of the county canals to the 
AAUW members on February 
25 at 5:30 p.m. at the Koch Meet-
ing Room at the Pickaway County 
Library.

The Boards of Directors of the 
Northern Pickaway County Joint 
Economic Development District 
and the Madison Township Joint 
Economic Development District

■will hold a regular meeting on 
Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 
at 3:00 p.m. The meeting will be 
held at the Norfolk Southern Cor-
poration Conference Room, 3329 
Thoroughbred Drive, Lockbourne, 
OH 43217.

PICKAWAY COUNTY BOARD OF 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

■February Board Meeting 
Thursday, February 27, 2025 at 
6:00 pm 200 East High Street Cir-
cleville, OH 43113

MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP 
TRUSTEES

■Monday, March 3, 2025 at 
7 p.m. at 16661 Main Street in Dar-
byville

PUBLIC MEETINGS

JODI CHAPMAN
Circleville Police Dept

Police reports are also 
available at www.Cir-
clevilleHerald.com.

Date / Time / Street / 
Name / Incident / Dispo-
sition

02/10/25 00:34:42 
MINGO ST Traffic Stop 
Warning Issued

02/10/25 00:53:29 
LOGAN ST Warrant 
Gone On Arrival (GOA)/
Unable to Locate (UATL)

02/10/25 01:32:53 W 
OHIO ST Traffic Stop 
Warning Issued

02/10/25 07:56:54 
Found Property Report 
Taken

02/10/25 08:48:58 W 
HIGH ST Traffic Stop 
Warning Issued

02/10/25 09:05:04 E 
MAIN ST Disabled Vehi-
cle No Report Taken

02/10/25 09:32:11 
PARKLAWN DR 
Domestic Trouble 
Report Taken

02/10/25 09:48:48 S 
COURT ST Miscella-
neous Complaint Clear 
Call

02/10/25 11:02:15 
PARK ST Parking Com-
plaint No Report Taken

02/10/25 11:14:08 
S COURT ST Park-
ing Complaint Citation 
Issued

02/10/25 11:33:40 N 
PICKAWAY ST Civil 
Problem No Report 
Taken

02/10/25 11:54:33 
WATT ST Traffic Stop 
Warning Issued

02/10/25 13:04:21 US 
23 S Business Check 
Checked Okay

02/10/25 13:43:46 
LANCASTER PIKE 911 
Hang Up Checked Okay

02/10/25 13:51:22 
E MOUND ST Prop-
erty Damage No Report 
Taken

02/10/25 14:30:36 
LANCASTER PIKE Well 
Being Check Gone On 
Arrival (GOA)/Unable 
to Locate (UATL)

02/10/25 15:23:44 E 
MAIN ST Drunk Driver 
Gone On Arrival (GOA)/
Unable to Locate (UATL)

02/10/25 15:30:31 
CLINTON ST Accident 
(Non Injury) Report 
Taken

02/10/25 16:24:34 
ATWATER AVE 911 
Hang Up Checked Okay

02/10/25 16:38:46 
ATWATER AVE 911 
Hang Up Checked Okay

02/10/25 18:03:38 S 
SCIOTO ST Dirt Bike/
ATV Complaint Gone 
On Arrival (GOA)/
Unable to Locate (UATL)

02/10/25 18:35:14 US 
23 Suspicious Vehicle 
Other Agency Handling

02/10/25 19:02:13 E 
OHIO ST 911 Hang Up 
Gone On Arrival (GOA)/
Unable to Locate (UATL)

02/10/25 19:10:11 E 
OHIO ST 911 Hang Up 
Checked Okay

02/10/25 19:14:30 S 
PICKAWAY ST Traf-
fic Jam / Roadblock No 
Report Taken

02/10/25 19:22:05 N 
COURT ST Alarm Drop 
Checked Okay

02/10/25 19:28:16 S 
COURT ST Traffic Stop 
Warning Issued

02/10/25 19:34:38 E 
OHIO ST Traffic Stop 
Arrest Made

02/10/25 22:55:10 
HIGHLAND AVE Bur-
glary In Progress Report 
Taken

02/10/25 23:16:44 E 
OHIO ST Fire-Structural 
Fire Out- Situation Con-
tained

02/10/25 23:34:30 
Extra Patrol Checked 
Okay

POLICE REPORTS FOR FEBRUARY 10

Volunteer Michelle Cal-
lahan said, “We’re still 
doing a lot of fundraising 

to bring in the exhibits. We 
hope to open in the fourth 
quarter of 2025.”

Information about vol-
unteer opportunities can 
be found on their website 

at inspirationstation.org; 
there is also a tab where 
donations can be made. 
Information about upcom-
ing events is also available 
on their Facebook page.

Station/from A1

With these improve-
ments and support from 
local partners, Cargill is 
reaffirming its longterm 
commitment to the City 
of Circleville, ensuring 
that its facility remains a 

cornerstone of the local 
agricultural economy for 
years to come.

There are additional 
opportunities for Brown-
field and Demolition fund-
ing available for businesses 
and organizations in Pick-
away County. If you are 

interested in learning more, 
please contact Pickaway 
Progress Partnership (P3) 
directly at (740) 420-6498.

You can also find previ-
ous economic development 
spotlights on the P3 News 
page at pickawayprogress.
com/news/.

Cargill/from A1

Yet, many critics have expressed con-
cerns that the decision to allow girls and 
gender-confused youth into its programs 
will only exacerbate safety issues. Crit-
ics worry about boys and girls — some of 
whom are confused about their gender 
— sharing sleeping arrangements, bath-
rooms, and other private spaces where 
the mixed-gender environment could 
heighten the potential for sexual contact 
or abuse. Others suggest that by dropping 
“boy” in the name and making the organi-
zation co-ed diminishes the program’s abil-
ity to develop masculine leadership, skills, 
and character in boys when society desper-
ately needs strong men.

Liberty Counsel Action President John 
Stemberger, a founding board member 
of Trail Life USA, a conservative scouting 
alternative, said the Boy Scouts have dis-
played a steady moral compromise over the 
years and to now completely ignore the dif-
ferences between the two genders destroys 
the essence of the Boy Scouts.

“The results of caving to the false gen-
der ideology over the last decade are mani-
fest in the Boy Scouts’ recent scandal,” said 
Stemberger. “And now, ignoring that boys 
and girls are different as the organization 
is once again putting boys and girls into 
potentially harmful situations. Common-
sense says you simply cannot mix minors 
of the opposite sex together in many of 
the typical overnight scouting environ-
ments for it opens the door for inappropri-
ate behavior.”

“The so-called ‘Scouting America’ has 
also neutered the DNA of who the Boy 
Scouts were as an organization,” continued 
Stemberger. “Boys learn how to become 
men from other men in male-centered 
environments. But when you erode those 
boundaries and ignore masculine and fem-
inine distinctions, scouting is deprived 
of any core meaning and the needs of our 
youth, both boy and girl, go unmet.”

Founded in 1986, Liberty Counsel 
Action is a law and policy education, train-
ing and advocacy organization. Liberty 
Counsel Action is a 501(c)(4) tax-exempt 
nonprofit organization. Donations are not 

Scouts/from A1

DAVE HORNING/STAFF WRITER

Inspiration Station volunteer John Callahan makes snowballs during the indoor snowstorm


