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1Be like Skipper, 
Kowalski, Rico and 
Private. We, as the 

class of 2024, have been 
through something 
special. We are the 
epitome of a not-normal 
high school. We started 
our freshman year in 
Covid, moved to hybrid, 
and only got one year of 
truly normal high school 
before we moved into 
this new building. I beg 
you, do not let all that you 
have been through here 
be in vain. To read more of 
Logan Elm Class of 2024 
Valedictorian Samuel 
Braun’s speech, see page 
B1.  

2 Our situation in 
this county is dire 
and every true 

republican needs to be 
involved. Please learn who 
your RCC representative 
is by contacting the 
Pickaway County Board of 
Elections and then contact 
your representative to find 
out what they are doing to 
protect, not destroy your 
rights. To read more of 
Mary Beth Poe’s thoughts, 
see our Forum page on 
A4. 

THINGS TO KNOW

DAVE HORNING
Staff Writer

The weather was sparkling on 
Thursday morning, with tem-
peratures in the 60’s and not 

a cloud in the sky. It was a cheerful 
day, and the outdoor environment 
carried on inside the Fire Depart-
ment on North Court Street where 
activities were underway for the 
internal promotion of Chance Diehl 
to Fire Lieutenant.

“There’s something special about 
working in the city that you grew 
up in,” said new Fire Lieutenant 
Diehl. He is currently living in South 
Bloomfield but, with the new pro-
motion, looks forward to moving 
back to Circleville.

Diehl grew up in Circleville and 
graduated from Circleville High 
School in 2017. He expressed great 
appreciation for Guidance Coun-
selor Kara Schooley who supported 
his career choice from the start. 
With her guidance, Diehl was able to 
take steps while in high school that 
prepared him for the requirements 
to apply for fire school right out of 
high school.

“Today is a great day for the Cir-
cleville Fire Department,” said Fire 
Chief Brian Thompson. “I had the 
good fortune to see Chance grow 
up in the fire service at my former 
departments in Pickaway and Harri-
son Township. He’s come a long way. 

He picked up a lot of responsibil-
ity helping Captain Kavanaugh with 
EMS supply and he’s our new ride-
along liaison. He assisted Captain 
Shroyer as acting lieutenant when 

needed. It’s been a pleasure for me 
to see Chance grow into the firemen 
we all knew he could be.”

Diehl named Fire Lieutenant in ‘special’ ceremony

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

In Circleville, the skyline is 
dominated by the charmingly 
iconic Pumpkin Water Tower, 
a symbol of the city’s famed 
Pumpkin Show. Nestled right 
under this beloved landmark is 
Health Care Logistics (HCL), 
a company that, much like the 
Pumpkin Tower, stands tall and 
proud.

HCL is leading the way in 
light manufacturing, packag-
ing, and distributing unique and 

hard-to-find products — many 
of them being essential to hospi-
tals and the healthcare industry.

HCL was recently awarded 
Top Workplace Honors from 
Columbus CEO in the “Mid-
size Organization” category. Out 
of the 120 companies submit-
ted and over 30,000 respondents’ 
recommendations, only eighty-
four companies were recognized. 

This award was particularly 
significant as it was based solely 
on employee feedback.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT

Healthcare Logistics awarded top workplace for 2024

Healthcare Logistics is leading the way in light man-
ufacturing, packaging, and distributing unique 
and hard-to-find products — many of them being 
essential to hospitals and the healthcare industry.

MICHAEL R. SISAK, JILL 
COLVIN, MICHELLE L. 
PRICE AND ALANNA 
DURKIN RICHER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Don-
ald Trump’s convic-
tion on 34 felony counts 
marks the end of the for-
mer president’s historic 
hush money trial, but the 
fight over the case is far 
from over.

Now comes the sen-
tencing and the poten-
tial for a prison sen-
tence. A lengthy appel-
late process. And all the 
while, the presumptive 
Republican presidential 
nominee still has to deal 
with three more crimi-
nal cases and a campaign 
that could see him return 
to the White House.

After more than nine 
hours of deliberations 
over two days, the Man-
hattan jury found Trump 
guilty of falsifying busi-
ness records in the case 
stemming from a hush 
money payment to porn 
actor Stormy Daniels 
during his 2016 presi-
dential campaign.

Trump angrily 
denounced the trial as a 
“disgrace,” telling report-
ers he’s an “innocent 
man.”

Some key takeaways 
from the jury’s decision:

PRISON TIME?
The big question 

now is whether Trump 
could go to prison. The 
answer is uncertain. 
Judge Juan M. Mer-
chan set sentencing for 
July 11, just days before 
Republicans are for-
mally set to nominate 
Trump for president.

Here’s what 
you should 
know about 
Trump’s 
conviction

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former President Donald 
Trump appears at Manhat-
tan criminal court in New 
York on Thursday.

Diehl named Fire Lieutenant in ‘special’ ceremony
MOVING ON UP
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Above: When Chance Diehl was promoted to Fire Lieutenant at the Circleville 
Fire Department, his son, Theodore, and fiancee Jasmine Sparks were there to 
support him. Pictured top of page: Circleville Firefighters celebrate Chance 
Diehl, the new Fire Lieutenant.
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 CIRCLEVILLE - Earl 
W. Palm, 95, of  
Circleville passed away 
peacefully at the family 
homestead on May 29, 
2024 with family and 
dear friends at his 
side.  Earl was born on 
July 10, 1928 to Russell 
C. and Cecile Martin 
Palm.  He was educated 
at Washington 
Township School and 
Circleville High School 
before attending The 
Ohio State University 
where he received 
his Bachelor of  
Science degree in 
agriculture education.  
He furthered his 
studies with two 
years of  post-grad-
uate work at Ohio 
University focusing on 
commercial business 
and banking.  Mr. Palm 
was an Air Force ROTC 
cadet at The Ohio 
State University and 
Ohio University and a 
member of  the Arnold 
Air Society then served 
two years as a com-
missioned officer at 
Turner AFB in Albany, 
GA.
      On October 20, 1951 
he married Jeanne 
Renick and together 
they raised their six 
children on the family 
farm east of  Circlev-
ille.  Mr. Palm began 
a career in banking at 
the Second National 
Bank of  Circleville in 
1954 and progressed 
in responsibilities to 
be named President 
in 1970.  His education 
and experience in 
banking and agri-
culture were instru-
mental in his career 
as he was eventually 
promoted to Director 
of  Statewide Agri-
cultural Lending for 
PNC Bank (BancOhio/
National City Bank) 
which had acquired 
the local bank.  Earl 
was ultimately named 
PNC Bank Regional 
President for southern 
Ohio, the position 
from which he retired 
in 1993.  Mr. Palm 
cherished the relation-
ships he made through-
out his banking career 
as many people would 
later express their 
gratitude to him for 
securing funds to 
complete college, to 
get their first car, to 
receive operating funds 
for their commercial 
or farming businesses.  
Early in his career, he 
continued to operate 
the family dairy farm 
rising every day at 5 
am to milk cattle and 
again every evening to 
support his growing 
family.  Further, he 
and his father Russell, 
together with Harley 
Bennett of  Chillicothe, 
OH formed a partner-
ship and opened the 
Starlight Cruise-In 
Theatre in September 
1949 on eight acres of  
the Palm family farm.  
The theatre was one of  
the primary sources of  
family entertainment 
and amusing anecdotes 
for over 37 years in the 
community.
      Mr. Palm was a 
passionate supporter 
of  the community and 
the civic organizations 
with which he was 
affiliated including 66 
year member and past 
president of  the Rotary 
Club of  Circleville, 51 

years service 
as Common 
Pleas Court 
Jury Commis-
sioner, past president 
of  the Pickaway 
County Chamber of  
Commerce, long-time 
member of  the Farm 
Bureau, Pickaway 
County and Columbus 
Aladdin Temple Shrine 
in addition to serving 
on the ArtsaAround 
(founding board 
member), Brown 
Memorial and his local 
church boards.
      The family would 
like to convey that the 
foundation underlying 
his role as husband 
and father, his work 
career and community 
service was his belief  
in Jesus Christ as 
his Lord and Savior 
summarized in Bible 
scripture James 2:18 
But someone will say, 
“You have faith; I have 
deeds.”  Show me your 
faith without deeds, 
and I will show you my 
faith by my deeds.
      Earl is preceded 
in death by his wife 
of  71 years, Jeanne, 
infant daughter 
Diane, grandson 
David Rodriguez and 
his parents Russell 
and Cecile Palm.  He 
is survived by his 
loving children Jeffrey 
Palm, Cynthia (Steve) 
Bower, Douglas (Cindy) 
Palm, Ellen (Emilio) 
Rodriguez, Frederick 
Palm and Marie 
(Russell) Baldinger.  
Earl was blessed with 
20 grandchildren 
including Megan, Greg 
and Emily children 
of  Jeffrey and Brenda 
Palm; Joshua, Jacob 
and Rachel children 
of  Steve and Cynthia 
Bower; Russell and 
Joseph children of  
Douglas and Cindy 
Palm; Norah, Caleb, 
Isaac, Seth, Elyon, Ezra 
and David children 
of  Emilio and Ellen 
Rodriguez; Morgan, 
child of  Frederick 
and Coleen Palm and 
Grace, Daniel, Emma 
and Adie children of  
Russell and Marie 
Baldinger along with 
29 great grandchildren.
      Visitation will 
be Monday, June 3rd 
from 9 am to 12 noon 
at Defenbaugh Wise 
Schoedinger Funeral 
Home, 151 E. Main St., 
Circleville with a 2 pm 
memorial service at 
Pontius Community 
Church, 7218 Stouts-
ville Pike, Circleville.  
A private graveside 
service will follow at 
Forest Cemetery.  In 
lieu of  flowers contri-
butions can be made 
online or by check 
to Pickaway County 
Community Founda-
tion (Friends of  the 
Pickaway Parks and 
Trails), 770 N. Court 
Street, Circleville, OH 
43113.

Earl W. Palm

Special Edition June 15th!
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It is because while every state 
may have one and I don’t believe 
they do, they don’t use them.

They don’t vote for them, 
they don’t listen to them and 
here’s why: All communist par-
ties have Central Committees. 
According to Wikipedia, the 
Central Committee of the Soviet 
Union was the highest organ 
of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union between two con-
gresses. According to party stat-
utes, the committee directed all 
party and governmental activi-
ties. The Party Congress elected 
it’s members (bring to mind any 
of the above?) Our people are 
appointed, not elected!

Joseph Stalin was the first gen-
eral secretary and Mikhail Gor-
bachev was the last in 1990. 
Stalin gradually increased his 
power in the Communist Party 
through the office of general sec-
retary of the central committee, 
the leading secretary of the sec-
retariat. Soviet military leader 
Leon Trotsky had once criticized 
Lenin stating “our rules (mean-
ing the central committee) rep-
resent ‘organizational noncon-
fidence’ of the party toward its 

parts, that is, supervision over all 
local, district, national and other 
organizations...the organiza-
tion of the party takes place of the 
party itself; the Central Commit-
tee takes place of the organiza-
tion; and finally the dictator takes 
the place of the Central Com-
mittee”.

Mission accomplished. A dic-
tator was found. (Again, sound 
familiar?) The problem became 
that Stalin was known for his 
brutality and that led to inner 
party democracy becoming an 
important topic. I am leaving a 
lot out for lack of space, but know 
this, Central Committees are not 
born of freedom loving Ameri-
cans as we see in a county where 
meetings are private and mem-
bers are silenced. We all know 
that our freedoms are not being 
observed here and we know that 
they don’t care.

All that is left is are we going 
to continue to go through many 
years as the Communist Party 
did of being dictated to it or are 
we going to stand like the others 
in this great country of ours and 
put an end to being dictated to? 
If you aren’t voting in primaries 
and many of you aren’t...do your 

duty as a citizen and go vote!
If more people voted, they 

would not be able to hide the 
numbers. They think we are 
unimportant, scared little people 
that don’t matter. Let’s show them 
we aren’t scared, someone stand 
up and speak what you know! 
Come out of the dark those who 
are afraid and stand and let the 
sticks and stones fly as they may.

We will be Americans and we 
will live free or die. The next elec-
tion is an important one for this 
nation and for this county. If they 
don’t have someone running 
against them and there’s only one 
choice...don’t vote for them and 
spread that word. If they tell you 
at headquarters who to vote for, 
vote the opposite because you 
can bet they are working for the 
ones that want to control us.

Work together with groups 
like Save My America and Amer-
ica First Now Conservatives who 
hold true American Values and 
work to make everyone free and 
equal. But do not fear! Remem-
ber the fallen!

Ginger Wright founded Save My Amer-
ica, a group created to better serve the 
nation one city, county, and state at a 
time.

Wright/from A4
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SUN & MOON

The higher the AccuWeather UV Index™
number, the greater the need for eye and 
skin protection. 0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 
6-7: High, 8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme
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THE REGION

CIRCLEVILLE WEATHER (POP: Probability of precipitation)

Frank Road 24 7.98 +0.25
Circleville 15 4.11 +0.08
Chillicothe 16 4.04 +0.30

Stages in feet as of 7 a.m. Friday 

Sunrise 6:06 a.m. 6:06 a.m.
Sunset 8:54 p.m. 8:54 p.m.
Moonrise 3:01 a.m. 3:26 a.m.
Moonset 3:35 p.m. 4:48 p.m.

TODAY SUN.

Jun 28

New First Full Last

Jun 21Jun 14Jun 6

POP: 60%

TODAY

Mostly cloudy, showers 
around in the p.m.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

83

POP: 90%

TONIGHT

Cloudy with a couple of 
showers late

61

POP: 85%

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy, showers 
around; not as warm

72
60

POP: 20%

MONDAY

Warmer with times of 
clouds and sun

86
63

POP: 70%

TUESDAY

A shower and t-storm in 
the afternoon

86
68

POP: 90%

WEDNESDAY

Humid with a shower 
and thunderstorm

82
65
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Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

A couple of showers this afternoon. 
Winds south-southeast 6-12 mph. 
Expect 3-6 hours of sunshine with a 
60% chance of precipitation.

Temperature

ALMANAC DATA

Precipitation (in inches)
24 hrs through 2 p.m. Fri. 0.00
Month to date 2.80
Normal month to date 3.79
Year to date 13.88
Normal year to date 16.55
Last year to date 12.43

Statistics through 2 p.m. Friday

High 72
Low 41
Normal high 78
Normal low 55
Last year high 85
Last year low 59
Record high 92 in 2011
Record low 40 in 2021

“If we take care of our people, then 
they can take care of our customers, 
and our customers will come back,” 
President Bethany Reid said.

Since HCL’s creation in 1978, the 
company has grown to over three hun-
dred employees, with locations in Cir-
cleville, Urbancrest, and Grove City. 
HCL services all the United States with 
distributors in multiple countries, and 
proudly supplies all the hospitals in the 
Columbus area.

HCL boasts a 900-page catalog with 
over 9,000 products. If customers can’t 
find what they need, HCL has a dedi-
cated team to help source hard-to-find 
items. Their comprehensive range of 
products and exceptional customer 
service have cemented HCL’s reputa-
tion as a reliable partner in the health-
care logistics industry.

Beyond their business operations, 
HCL is deeply committed to support-
ing the community. They sponsor lit-
tle league teams, local school athletic 
and music boosters, and actively par-
ticipate in career exploration programs 
in local schools. These initiatives not 
only foster community spirit but also 
encourage the development of future 
talent.

HCL’s employees are the most 
important part of their business. The 

company promotes a positive work-
life balance, organizes employee 
events, and even offers a “rainy day 
fund” to help employees save for unex-
pected life expenses. This focus on 
employee well-being is a key factor 
in HCL receiving the Top Workplace 
award from Columbus CEO.

Health Care Logistics is a great part 
of Circleville’s economy, and a shining 
example of how local businesses can 
drive community growth and indus-
try innovation. As HCL continues to 
expand and succeed, Circleville can 
look forward to a prosperous future 
with economic opportunities and rec-
ognition. Congratulations on your Top 
Workplace Award, Health Care Logis-
tics!

Check out the Columbus CEO 
article here: https://www.colum-
busceo.com/story/business/
awards/2024/04/11/columbus-ceo-
top-workplaces-2024-85-organiza-
tions-that-earn-top-marks-from-em-
ployees/73293208007/

Interested individuals can also 
access previous and future articles 
from the Economic Development 
Spotlight series on The Herald’s web-
site or at pickawayprogress.com/news.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant Director of Picka-
way Progress Partnership (P3) and the Pickaway 
County Port Authority. Much appreciated!

Spotlight/from A1


