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We appreciate our sub-
scriber of the day, the 
Pickaway County Engi-
neer’s Office of Circleville. 
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1Bob and Marilyn Mae 
(Cook) Johnson, of 
Circleville, will cele-

brate their 70th wedding 
anniversary on Friday. The 
couple were united in Holy 
Matrimony by The Rever-
end Frost in Akron, Ohio, 
at the Presbyterian Church 
on a snowy Friday, May 7, 
1954. To read more, see 
page A3.  

2Uptown Circleville is 
thrilled to announce 
the return of its 

highly anticipated Choco-
late Walk event, a unique 
and delectable experience 
sponsored by The Savings 
Bank. On Saturday, May 11, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., this 
one-of-a-kind affair prom-
ises a delightful day of 
local shopping and sweet 
indulgence.

2 THINGS TO KNOW

LEADING THE WAY IN LOCAL NEWS

DAVE HORNING
Staff Writer

City of Circleville Department 
of Public Utilities recently released 
its annual report on the quality of 
our drinking water.

“I am a resident of Circlev-
ille and I drink the water myself,” 
said Brian Frost, Circleville Util-
ities Manager “I live here as we 

are residents of this town. I have 
grandkids that live here also so I 
have a vested interest in protecting 
our own families.”

The Ohio EPA (OEPA) requires 
that all municipal water systems 
be tested annually and the water 
quality test results be provided to 
the consumers.

Online version of this story 
contains a link to the Consumer 

Confidence Report for 2023.
The test results showed that the 

Circleville Water Plant produces 
water that is at or better than all 
state and federal Environmental 
Protection Agency quality stan-
dards.

For safety and prevention pur-
poses, the OEPA studied the Cir-
cleville Water Plant’s source of 
water. Their goal was to provide 

guidance on protecting this drink-
ing water source, which is from 
four groundwater wells located at 
the Water Treatment Plant. These 
wells are supplied by water from 
an aquifer that covers a large area. 
The good news is that there is no 
current problem with these four 
wells.

DAVE HORNING
APG Media

The Circleville Men’s Barbershop 
Chorus will be presenting their 6th 
Annual Spring Concert at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, May 11 at Ohio Christian 
University’s Ministry & Perform-
ing Arts Center at 1476 Lancaster 
Pike in Circleville.

“The theme for this year’s con-
cert is ‘Summer’s Comin’!’ and we 

will feature classic songs that will 
get everyone pumped up for sum-
mertime in Ohio,” said Adam 
DeLong, Vice-President of the 
organization.

A sampling of the songs being 
included in the concert is The 
Good Ole Summertime, Surfer Girl 
and Hello Mary Lou.

“This year, for the first time, we 
will also have a female Barbershop 

Quartet, the Tenacious, joining in,” 
DeLong said. “They are an acapella 
(without instrumental accompani-
ment) quartet whose members are 
from all over Ohio. They meet in 
Ashland to rehearse which shows 
their dedication.”

The group was started in 2015 by 
two sisters and their friends. They 
compete in Sweet Adeline Interna-
tional Regional contests, winning 

their first one in 2015.”
Sweet Adeline International is a 

worldwide organization of female 
barbershop singers. It was estab-
lished in 1945 in Tulsa, OK. Like 
the men’s group, Barbershop Har-
mony International, they are ded-
icated to promoting barbershop 
quartets and choirs.

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

In the active landscape of eco-
nomic development, the relationship 
between workforce and childcare is 
critical. This Economic Development 
Spotlight highlights the provision of 
quality childcare, not only as a neces-
sity for working parents, but also as a 
method for nurturing a robust work-
force. While more jobs are created in 
and around our community, there 
is a rise in the need for childcare for 
people heading to work. May 10th is 
Childcare Professionals Day. This day 
is dedicated to honoring individu-
als who play a crucial role in nurtur-
ing and shaping the future of children 
in our community. Childcare pro-
fessionals provide essential support 
to working parents and ensure the 
well-being and development of our 
youngest citizens.

Limited options and inflated costs 
can create barriers for parents seeking 
reliable childcare solutions. Access 
to quality childcare services close 
to home can make a substantial dif-
ference in the lives of families. This 
directly impacts workforce partici-
pation and productivity by provid-
ing parents with the peace of mind 
and support they need to pursue their 
careers with confidence and focus.

JACKSON FOX
For the Herald

A huge part of the Future 
Farmers of America is the com-
petitions, these competitions 
allow members of the FFA to 
experience and participate in 
agriculture careers they are 
interested in.

The Logan Elm chapter of the 
FFA is proud to honor our 2024 
equine team for their amaz-
ing job at the Ohio State Equine 
Career Development competi-
tion. They earned 2nd place out 
of 106 equine teams. Now the 
equine team will get to partici-
pate in the national equine com-
petition in Texas.

Braves’ equine team has been 
practicing and learning this 
CDE for months. The Ohio 
State Competition consists of 
halter classes, halter questions, 
performance classes, perfor-
mance questions, hay classes, 
an online test, and an online 
identification. Only the top 10 
teams move on to compete in 
the finals. The final competition 
consists of a preliminary score, 
halter classes, and performance 
classes, both with oral reasons.

They also complete tests with 

a team scenario and presenta-
tion. This accomplishment was 
completed by Kimberly Petty, 
Mckenna Perkins, Lauren Per-
kins, and Laney Smith.

“This is an amazing 

accomplishment by these dil-
igent FFA members!” said 
Tieana Stonerock, Braves’ FFA 
advisor.

Jackson Fox is a junior at Logan Elm High 
School. Good story!

Circleville Barbershop Chorus to hold concert on Saturday

Circleville water quality meets or exceeds state, federal standards

Celebrating Childcare 
Professionals: 
Nurturing the Future

Logan Elm FFA Equine 
team earns top 10 at States

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Logan Elm High School’s Future Farmers of America Equine team — 
Kimberly Petty, Mckenna Perkins, Lauren Perkins, and Laney Smith — 
captured 2nd place out of 106 equine teams at the Ohio State Equine 
Career Development.
“This is an amazing accomplishment by these diligent FFA members!” 
said Jackson Fox, Braves’ FFA advisor.
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VITALS

DEATHS AND FUNERALS

 SOUTH BLOOMFIELD - 
Joyce Elaine Matzenbach, 
87 of  South Bloomfield, 
OH passed away on 
Sunday, May 5, 2024, at 
The Inn at Bear Trail in 
Lewis Center, Delaware 
County, OH.  She was 
born on March 12, 1937, 
to the late Christopher 
C. and Lela (White) 
Gerber in Zanesville, 
OH.  Throughout her life, 
Joyce was a homemaker, 
a telephone operator and 
also worked in childcare.  
She was a member of  
South Bloomfield United 
Methodist Church.  
 Besides her parents, 
she is preceded in death 
by her husband Roger G. 
Matzenbach (Sept. 2000) 
and brothers Robert and 
Glenn.
 Joyce is survived by 
sons Roger Eric, Steve 
(Becky), David (Michelle) 
Matzenbach; daughter 
Amy (Matt) Grant; grand-
children Brant, Kristin, 
Christopher, Ashley, 
Cowen, Asa, and Bennett; 
great grandchildren 
Eric, Garrison, Grayson, 
Charles; 4 step great 
grandchildren.
 Open visitation will be 
Thursday, May 9th, 2024 
from 10 a.m. to 12 Noon 
with a Funeral Service at 
1:00 p.m. at Oliver-Cheek 
Funeral Home, 420 W. 
Main St. Ashville, OH 
43103 with Rev. Mebane 
McMahon officiating.  
Interment will follow 
at Reber Hill Cemetery, 
Ashville.  In lieu of  
flowers, donations may be 
made to: The Alzheimer’s 
Association (https://
www.alz.org).                
 Online condolences at 
olivercheekfuneralhome.
com

Joyce Matzenbach

 HEFLIN, AL - 
William Allen 
Flowers, 71, 
passed away on 
May 1, 2024. He 
was born on July 3, 1952, 
in Circleville, OH. Son 
of  Willis and Rosemary 
(Goff) Flowers. William 
graduated Circleville 
High School, Class of  
1970. He served in the 
U.S. Navy and fought in 
Desert Storm. He retired 
from Norfolk Southern 
railroad after thirty 
years of  service. He was 
an avid collector and a 
Western enthusiast who 
loved hunting and fishing. 
He was predeceased 
by Dorothy Flowers. 
He is survived by his 
sister, Connie Smith. 
His children Edith Viohl 
and Wayne Flowers. His 
grandsons Hunter Viohl, 
Christopher Kelley, 
Weslyn Flowers, and 
Rylan Flowers. His great 
grandson, Harley Viohl. 
Viewing services will be 
held at Defenbaugh Wise 
Schoedinger Funeral 
Home located at 151 E. 
Main Street at 10:30am 
until 11:30am on May 
11, 2024. Followed by 
graveside service at 
Forest Cemetery.

William Allen 
Flowers

Editor’s note: According to
ORC 121.22 (f), every public
body, by rule, shall establish a 
reasonable method whereby 
any person may determine
the time and place of all regu-
larly scheduled meetings and 
the time, place, and purpose 
of all special meetings. A pub-
lic body shall not hold a spe-
cial meeting unless it gives 
at least twenty-four hours’ 
advance notice to the news
media that have requested 
notification, except in the 
event of an emergency requir-
ing immediate official action. 
In the event of an emergency,
the member or members call-
ing the meeting shall notify
the news media that have
requested notification imme-
diately of the time, place, and 
purpose of the meeting.

PLEASE send meeting 
announcements via EMAIL 
to news@circlevilleherald.
com and/or mlayton@cir-
clevilleherald.com

Reminder — please con-
tinue to send via email 
meeting announcements 
for each month. There are 
dozens of local government 
units with meetings to pub-
lish and just one of me to 
process this day to day, 
week to week.

THURSDAY, MAY 9
• Pickaway Metropolitan 

Housing Authority will meet 
at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, May 
9 at the Pickaway Metro-
politan Housing Authority 

office. The PMHA meets at 
8:30 a.m. on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month at the 
Pickaway Metropolitan 
Housing Authority office. 
No meeting will be held in 
July or December.

• Earnhart Hill Regional 
Water & Sewer District 
(EHRWSD) will meet at 
7 p.m. Thursday, May 9 at 
2030 Stoneridge Dr, Cir-
cleville.

• Circleville City Coun-
cil’s Tree Commission will 
meet at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
May 9 in Council Cham-
bers.

• Teays Valley Board of 
Education will hold a spe-
cial work session at 3 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9 to con-
sider enrollment and future 
planning for the district.

MONDAY, MAY 13
• Circleville City Coun-

cil’s Board of Zoning (BZA) 
will meet at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, May 13 in Council 
Chambers — four applica-
tions.

• Deercreek Township 
Trustees will meet at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 13 at 9980 US 
RT. 22, Williamsport.

• Logan Elm Board of 

Education will meet at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, May 13 
at the McDowell Education 
Center Library.

TUESDAY, MAY 14
• Walnut Township Zon-

ing Committee will meet 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 14 
at the Walnut Township 
House on Winchester Road.

• Pickaway County Board 
of Health will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 14 at 110 
Island Rd., Circleville.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
Uptown Circleville will 

meet at noon in Council 
Chambers.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
• Scioto Township Trust-

ees will meet at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 16 at the Township 
Service Center.

• Pickaway County 
Library Board of Trustees 
will meet at 5 p.m. Thursday, 
May 16 at the Main Library.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
• The Board of Directors 

(the “Board”) of the Picka-
way Progress Partnership 
will hold a meeting at 8 a.m. 
Friday, May 17 at 1360 Lan-
caster Pike, Second Floor, 
Circleville.

• The Board of Directors 
(the “Board”) of the Picka-
way County Port Author-
ity will hold a meeting at 
9:30 a.m. Friday, May 17 at 
1360 Lancaster Pike, Suite 

111, Circleville.

MONDAY, MAY 20
Circleville Township 

Board of Trustees will meet 
at 6 p.m. Monday, May 20 
at 2665 North Court Street 
Township Hall.

TUESDAY, MAY 21
Circleville City Council 

will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 21 in Council Cham-
bers.

MONDAY, JUNE 3
The Muhlenberg Town-

ship Trustees will hold 
their monthly meeting 
7 p.m. Monday, June 3 at 
the Muhlenberg Township 
House located at 16661 Main 
Street in Darbyville.

MISCELLANEOUS
• There will be no May 

meeting for the Circleville 
Planning and Zoning Com-
mission.

• Circleville will not have 
a May Park Commission 
meeting.

• Pickaway County Air-
port Authority meets on the 
second Monday of every 
month at 7 p.m. in the air-
port administration build-
ing.

• The Pic-A-Fay Joint Fire 
District’s regularly sched-
uled Board Meetings are 
held the second Thursday of 
every month, 5:30 pm at the 
Fire House, 17 N. Church 
Street, New Holland.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

According to Barber-
shop Harmony Interna-
tional, barbershop is a 
style of arranging in close, 
four-part, acapella har-
mony; it is neither an 
era, nor a style of music, 
nor a genre. Barbershop 
music creates rich har-
monic movement by add-
ing a secondary dominant 
chord progression.

The Circleville Men’s 
Barbershop Chorus 
(CMBC) dates back to 
the 1970’s. Before that, 
there was a group called 

the Minor Chords and 
the Elks Singers, where 
it all started. CMBC pro-
vides concerts at nurs-
ing homes and provides 
Christmas concerts in 
several churches. CMBC 
is a 501©3 non-profit 
organization. Donations 
are tax-deductible and can 
be made payable to CMBC 
and mailed to DeLong 
Insurance.

Tickets cost $10 and 
are available at the Pick-
away Visitor’s Center or 
at DeLong Insurance. 

Chorus/from A1

The Pickaway County 
branch of Job and Family 
Services plays a vital role 
in supporting childcare 
providers and ensuring 
the availability of certi-
fied professionals to meet 
the needs of local fami-
lies. Through various cer-
tification programs and 
resources, Job and Fam-
ily Services equips child-
care professionals with 
the skills and knowledge 
necessary to provide safe, 
nurturing, and develop-
mentally appropriate care 
for children.

If you are interested 
in becoming a Licensed 
Childcare Provider in 
our community, Picka-
way County Job and Fam-
ily Services is ready to 
help you. To become an 
in-home provider there 
is an application pro-
cess, licensing training, 
and a background check 
required. There are child-
care workers available 
to help vet your home 
and are willing to help 
you to get approved for 

childcare. There are funds 
available to help with 
incurred costs of prepar-
ing your home for child-
care and support for 
healthy meal reimburse-
ment.

As folks celebrate Child-
care Professionals Day on 
May 10th, take a moment 
to express your gratitude 
to the dedicated individ-
uals who work tirelessly 
to nurture and educate 
the youngest members of 
our community. If you are 
interested in more infor-
mation about becoming a 
Licensed Childcare Pro-
vider in our community, 
please reach out to Kim 
Fincher (kim.fincher@
jfs.ohio.gov, 740-571-
8440) for more informa-
tion. Interested individ-
uals can also access pre-
vious and future articles 
from the Economic Devel-
opment Spotlight series 
on The Herald’s website or 
at pickawayprogress.com/
news.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant 
Director of Pickaway Progress 
Partnership (P3) and the Picka-
way County Port Authority. Much 
appreciated!

Care/from A1

33 arrested at 
George Washington 
University as 
DC mayor’s 
congressional 
hearing is canceled

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The House oversight com-
mittee has canceled a hear-
ing with the Washington, 
D.C., mayor over a univer-
sity encampment shortly 
after 33 protesters were 
arrested. Police have been 
clearing a pro-Palestinian 
tent encampment at George 
Washington University 
since dozens of protesters 
left the site and marched 
to President Ellen Gran-
berg’s home. The District of 
Columbia’s Metropolitan 

Police Department says 
arrests were made for 
assault on a police officer 
and unlawful entry. Mayor 
Muriel Bowser and MPD 
Chief Pamela Smith were 
preparing to testify about 
the District of Colum-
bia’s handling of the pro-
test at a House Committee 
on Oversight and Account-
ability hearing on Wednes-
day afternoon before it was 
canceled.

Israel says it 
reopened a key 
Gaza crossing after 
a rocket attack but 
the UN says no aid 
has entered

JERUSALEM (AP) 

— The Israeli military says 
it has reopened the Kerem 
Shalom crossing into 
Gaza but a United Nations 
agency says no aid has yet 
entered. The key termi-
nal for the entry of human-
itarian aid was closed over 
the weekend after a Hamas 
rocket attack killed four 
Israeli soldiers nearby. An 
Israeli tank brigade seized 
the nearby Rafah cross-
ing between Gaza and 
Egypt early Tuesday, and it 
remained closed. The lim-
ited incursion does not 
appear to be the start of 
the full-scale invasion of 
the crowded southern city 
that Israel has repeatedly 
promised. The U.S. has 
urged Israel not to launch 
a full-on assault on Rafah 
because it would worsen 
Gaza’s humanitarian 
catastrophe, and it paused 
a shipment of bombs to its 
close ally last week over 
those concerns.

Official: US paused 
bomb shipment 
to Israel to signal 
concerns over 
Rafah invasion

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The U.S. paused a 
shipment of bombs to 
Israel last week over con-
cerns that Israel was 
approaching a decision 

on launching a full-scale 
assault on the southern 
Gaza city of Rafah against 
the wishes of the U.S. 
That’s according to a senior 
administration official who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss the 
sensitive matter. The ship-
ment was supposed to con-
sist of 1,800 2,000-pound 
bombs and 1,700 500-
pound bombs, accord-
ing to the official, with the 
focus of U.S. concern being 
the larger explosives and 
how they could be used in a 
dense urban setting. More 
than 1 million civilians are 
sheltering in Rafah after 
evacuating other parts of 
Gaza amid Israel’s war on 
Hamas, which came after 
the militant group’s deadly 
attack on Israel on Oct. 7.

Trump in no hurry 
as he leans into the 
pageantry of vice 
presidential tryouts

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Former President Don-
ald Trump remains stuck 
in the courtroom listen-
ing to salacious details of 
an affair he denies. But 
another spectacle is play-
ing out as his vice presiden-
tial tryouts get underway. 
The dynamic was on full 
display over the weekend at 
a fundraiser at his Mar-a-
Lago club that doubled as 

a VP audition. Trump at 
one point invited many of 
the contenders to join him 
on stage and talked them 
up one by one. Trump is 
closely watching the can-
didates, turning his search 
into an Apprentice-style 
competition being judged 
on fundraising hauls, 
political speeches and 
television interviews.
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