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We appreciate our 
subscriber of the day, 
the Pickaway County 
Library.   
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1For more Pickaway 
County Jr. Fair 
Coverage — results 

and photos — see our B 
section.  

2Of course, I fall short 
daily, but Ohio 
Christian University 

has been a part of me as 
a young man without 
truly knowing what he 
wanted to be, to now 
as a professional in the 
workplace with many 
years of experience. 
To read more of Matt 
McAdow’s column about 
OCU, see page A4. 

3The Pickaway-Ross 
Adult Education 
Basic Peace 

Officer Academy, in 
partnership with Ohio 
University Chillicothe, 
has achieved the Ohio 
Attorney General’s STAR 
Academy designation. 
Ohio Attorney General 
Dave Yost visited the Adult 
Education campus on 
Friday, June 28 to present 
this award, recognizing 
the outstanding 
achievements at an 
inaugural academy. To 
read more, see page A3.   

3 THINGS TO KNOW

WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS 
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Biden 
administration has finalized a 
new rule set to make millions of 
more salaried workers eligible for 
overtime pay in the U.S.

The move marks the larg-
est expansion in federal over-
time eligibility seen in decades. 

Starting July 1, employers will be 
required pay overtime to sala-
ried workers who make less than 
$43,888 a year in certain execu-
tive, administrative and profes-
sional roles, the Labor Depart-
ment said Tuesday. That cap will 
then rise to $58,656 by the start 
of 2025.

“Too often, lower-paid salaried 
workers are doing the same job as 

their hourly counterparts but are 
spending more time away from 
their families for no additional 
pay. That is unacceptable,” acting 
Secretary of Labor Julie Su said in 
a prepared statement.

She added that the administra-
tion was “following through on 
our promise to raise the bar.”

This marks a significant jump 
from the current overtime 

eligibility threshold of $35,568, 
which was set under the Trump 
administration in 2019 — just 
three years after a more gener-
ous Obama-era effort was ulti-
mately scuttled in court after fac-
ing pushback from some busi-
ness leaders and Republican pol-
iticians.

Millions more salaried US workers are set to 
be eligible for overtime pay starting July 1

TRACY WORRIX
APG Media

During Covid, everything was 
shut down and social interac-
tions were at a stand still, so 

a group of friends and family started 
meeting Wednesday nights to throw 
cornhole.

“It was awesome to throw corn-
hole with my dad, sister, brother, and 
friends getting back to doing what we 
love,” said Matt Hardbarger, aka, Mr. 
Kernhole, a Teays Valley High School 
alumnus and resident of Ashville. 
“Brad Hornak had the idea of start-
ing a League so we met up at Cherry 
Street Diner in Ashville one Saturday 
morning and hashed out some rules 
and points system. We named it Ash-
ville Cornhole League, with the sug-
gestion of Colton Henson (Henson 
Kern is famous) he said we should call 
it Kernhole to be different. It stuck 
and the Ashville Kernhole League had 
its official name.”

‘It’s more than just bags, it’s family’
Ashville ‘Kernhole’ League boasts of more than 128 members to play cornhole

Matt Hardbarger and wife Samantha, are the founders of the Ashville Kern-
hole League, a group that plays cornhole on Wednesdays. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

More than 128 people have registered to play in the fall and summer Ashville Kernhole League, including the #1 
player in the world, Jeremiah Ellis. 

LANEY SMITH
For the Herald

The Logan Elm Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) 
recently received a generous 
donation from the Circlev-
ille Eagles. The check, pre-
sented by Cindy Stonerock 
of the Eagles, amounted to a 
sum of $2,500.

A large total of that check 
went to a trip the Logan Elm 
FFA’s equine judging team 
went on. In April of this year 
the judging team placed 6th 
in the state competition.

They went on to finals 
to place 2nd, where they 
earned the opportunity to go 
compete at nationals in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Logan Elm trip 
made possible 
through generous 
donation from 
Circleville Eagles

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Circleville Eagles presented 
$2,500 to the Logan Elm’s 
Future Farmers of America 
equine judging team so that 
the Braves could travel to 
Forth Worth, Texas, to com-
pete at the National Cham-
pionship. 

LEXI HEIDISH
Pickaway Progress Partnership

Continuing our series on 
local economic develop-
ment, P3 is proud to high-
light WillowWood, a pio-
neering prosthetics com-
pany located in the heart of 
Pickaway County.

Employing 180 dedicated 
professionals, WillowWood 
supplies cutting-edge 

prosthetic solutions to 
amputees worldwide. This 
year alone, WillowWood is 
on track to produce 90,000 
prosthetics.

WillowWood has been 
providing solutions that 
enhance the lives of indi-
viduals with limb loss 
since 1907. The compa-
ny’s recent rebranding 
marks a new chapter in its 
history, emphasizing its 

commitment to innova-
tion. Strategic partnerships 
and acquisitions have fur-
ther strengthened Willow-
Wood’s position as a leader 
in prosthetic technology.

These partnerships allow 
WillowWood to expand 
its product offerings and 
reach, driving growth and 
innovation. 

WillowWood, a cutting edge prosthetics company

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Employing 180 dedicated professionals, WillowWood supplies 
cutting-edge prosthetic solutions to amputees worldwide.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SPOTLIGHT

More OVERTIME   |   A3

More DONATION   |   A3
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Pottery that tells
our story

2024

59th Annual Crooksville-Roseville
Pottery Festival

July 11-13
HELD AT ROSEVILLE PARK
10 MAPLE ST., ROSEVILLE

We hope you enjoy the food

www.globechillicothe.com

DOWNTOWN CHILLICOTHE

*With minimum $999 purchase. See store for details. Some exclusions apply.  See store for details. Photos for illustration only. 

Take an ADDITIONAL 10% OFF American Made Furniture thru July 27th
SALE - SALE - SALE 

on top of already marked SALE PRICES!*

RECLINERS
$599starting at

BEDS
Queen Size

starting at
$999

SOFAS
starting at

$799

The Ohio Department 
of Development and Pick-
away County Community 
Action (PICCA) are once 
again offering assistance 
to help Ohio’s families stay 
cool during the hot sum-
mer months.

From July 1 through 
Sept. 30, income-eligible 
Ohioans can receive assis-
tance in paying their elec-
tric bill, purchasing an air 
conditioner or fan, or mak-
ing repairs to their cen-
tral air conditioning unit 
through the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development’s 
Home Energy Assistance 
Summer Crisis Program.

The Summer Crisis 
Program assists low-in-
come households or those 
that have a disconnec-
tion notice, have been shut 
off, are trying to establish 
new service on their elec-
tric bill, require air condi-
tioning, or those with an 
elderly household mem-
ber (60 years or older) 
who can provide physician 

documentation that cool-
ing assistance is needed 
for their health. Qualify-
ing medical conditions 
can include lung disease, 
Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease, asthma, 
and others.

To qualify for assistance, 
Ohioans must have a gross 
income at or below 175 
percent of the Federal Pov-
erty Guidelines for a fam-
ily of up to seven members, 
and 60 percent of the State 
Median Income for a fam-
ily of eight or more mem-
bers. For a family of four, 
the annual income must be 
at or below $54,600.

Last year, the Summer 
Crisis Program assisted 
more than 44,000 house-
holds in Ohio, providing 
a total of $13.4 million in 
benefits.

To apply for the program, 
clients are required to 
schedule an appointment 
with PICCA. Appoint-
ments can be scheduled 
by calling our automated 
scheduling system at (740) 
889-1040.

Clients need to bring 
copies of the follow-
ing documents to their 

appointment:
■Copies of their most 

recent energy bills.
■A list of all house-

hold members and proof 
of income for the last 30 
days or 12 months for each 
member.

■Proof of U.S. citizen-
ship or legal residency for 
all household members.

■Proof of disability (if 
applicable).

Physician documenta-
tion that cooling assistance 
is needed for a household 
member’s health (if there 
isn’t a household member 
over the age of 60).

Nick Pruitt, PICCA’s 
Utility Assistance Direc-
tor, stated “In the wake of 
the pandemic, energy costs 
are continuing to rise but 
our staff will do everything 
we can to help families 
in need. In 2023, PICCA 
assisted 386 households 
through the HEAP Sum-
mer Crisis program alone. 
We’re seeing record num-
bers for utility assistance 
but we can’t help unless we 
have everything the pro-
gram guidelines require.”

“With so many peo-
ple to help in such a short 
window of time, it will 

be imperative that cli-
ents have all the necessary 
documentation to com-
plete their appointment at 
the time they have sched-
uled. We don’t want to have 
to reschedule appoint-
ments and delay assistance 
because of missing docu-
mentation,” Pruitt said.

Ohioans enrolled in the 
Percentage of Income Pay-
ment Plan Plus (PIPP) pro-
gram who meet the above 
criteria may also be eligible 
for assistance towards their 
default PIPP payment, first 
PIPP payment, central air 
conditioning repairs, or 

may receive an air condi-
tioning unit and/or fan.

For more information 
about the Summer Cri-
sis Program, and what is 
needed to apply, contact 
PICCA at (740) 477-1655. 
To be connected to your 
local Energy Assistance 
Provider visit www.energy-
help.ohio.gov or call (800) 
282-0880.

The Ohio Department 
of Development empowers 
communities to succeed 
by investing in Ohio’s peo-
ple, places, and businesses. 
Learn more about our work 
at development.ohio.gov.

Summer Crisis 
Program is 
now underway
More than 44,000 
Ohio households 
served in 2023
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CIRCLEVILLE WEATHER (POP: Probability of precipitation)

Frank Road 24 6.43 +0.51
Circleville 15 3.78 +0.94
Chillicothe 16 2.43 +0.42

Stages in feet as of 7 a.m. Friday 

Sunrise 6:11 a.m. 6:12 a.m.
Sunset 9:02 p.m. 9:02 p.m.
Moonrise 6:27 a.m. 7:33 a.m.
Moonset 10:09 p.m. 10:43 p.m.
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Partly sunny, breezy and 
less humid

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Beautiful with sunshine 
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Partly sunny, breezy and less humid 
today. Winds west-southwest 10-20 
mph. Expect 4-8 hours of sunshine 
with average relative humidity 65% 
and fair drying conditions.

Temperature

ALMANAC DATA

Precipitation (in inches)
24 hrs through 2 p.m. Fri. 0.02
Month to date 0.76
Normal month to date 0.79
Year to date 17.28
Normal year to date 21.73
Last year to date 18.78

Statistics through 2 p.m. Friday

High 77
Low 71
Normal high 84
Normal low 62
Last year high 89
Last year low 64
Record high 96 in 2012
Record low 42 in 2010

Collaborations with lead-
ing medical and technolog-
ical firms have boosted Wil-
lowWood’s R&D capabili-
ties, ensuring the company 
remains at the forefront of 
prosthetic advancements.

Additionally, strategic 
acquisitions have expanded 

WillowWood’s market 
presence and capabili-
ties, enhancing its ability to 
serve the needs of amputees 
globally.

Investments in Wil-
lowWood’s facilities have 
improved operational effi-
ciency and created a supe-
rior workplace environ-
ment. One of the most 
exciting developments 

is the construction of a 
new onsite Research and 
Experience Center. This 
5,000-square-foot cen-
ter, set to be completed in 
August, will focus specif-
ically on improving out-
comes for amputees.

The center will be ded-
icated to advancing pros-
thetic technology through 
rigorous research and 

development, aiming to set 
new standards in prosthetic 
care. Out of WillowWood’s 
95,000 square foot build-
ing, this addition will pro-
vide a space for amputees to 
engage with the latest pros-
thetic technologies, offering 
hands-on experiences that 
inform product develop-
ment and improve user sat-
isfaction.

With all these exciting 
milestones, WillowWood is 
set for a future of sustained 

growth and innovation. 
The upcoming completion 
of the Research and Expe-
rience Center marks a sig-
nificant turning point in 
the company’s mission to 
improve the lives of ampu-
tees.

As WillowWood cele-
brates over 120 years in 
business, its commitment 
to innovation, economic 
development, and commu-
nity engagement ensures 
that it will remain a vital 

part of Pickaway County’s 
future.

Interested individuals 
can also access previous and 
future articles from the Eco-
nomic Development Spot-
light series on The Herald’s 
website or at pickawayprog-
ress.com/news.

Lexi Heidish is the Assistant Direc-
tor of Pickaway Progress Partner-
ship (P3) and the Pickaway County 
Port Authority. Much appreciated!

Spotlight/from A1


